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' Chairman:
Agriculture Committee

Member:

Conservation & Land Use
Consumer Affairs

Natural Resources
Utilities

Al Ott

State Representative e 3rd Assembly District

Assembly Agriculture Committee
MEMO

TO: Members of the Assembly Agriculture Committee

FROM: Beata Kalies, Committee Clerk L

\
DATE:  May 25th, 2001 (C

At our last hearing, several members of the committee expressed
interest in obtaining a copy of the Memorandum of Understanding
between DNR and DATCP relating to the regulation of fish farming.
The following informative packet contains the proposed amendment
to AB 361 by the DNR as well as a copy of the MOU agreement.

In addition, some members requested more information regarding the
Clearinghouse Rule 01-015 on Ethanol and the Ethanol Bill AB 237.

| am enclosing a memo created for that purpose by our Legislative
Council Attorney, Mark Patronsky.

The last item is a handout from Integrated Dairy Facilities which
members may find informative.

If you have any questions or comments, please give me a call 6-
5831. Thank you.

Office: PO. Box 8953 ¢ Madison, WI 53708 e (608) 266-5831 » Toll-Free: (888) 534-0003 ¢ Rep.Ott@legis.state.wi.us
Home: PO. Box 112 ¢ Forest Junction, WI 54123-0112 e (920) 989-1240
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| \SubjeCt:

Per drscussrons at the Assemb y. -gnculture ( ommrttee hearmg on AB361 and wrth the DNR
- Secretary's Office - the Department of Natural Resources wrll support an amended versron of AB361
: that lncludes our suggested addrtlon (rn bold w): ; , -

"95 60 (3) The department [DATCP] shall promulgate rules applxcable to person who. operate ﬁsh farms that require
- any evidence of fish health that the department determines is necessary. The department shall consult thh the
department of natural resources on the portlon of the rules relating to stocking and dlscharge into pubhc

waters."

1 "f"‘and we wrll also support an amended version that makes it clear that DATCP fi sh health rules passed ;
‘ under 95. 60(3) also apply to state t" sh hatchenes as suggested by Dave Gollon.

if you have any questlons or would llke us to review additional language please do not hesitate to
contact me or Deputy Secretary Franc Fennessy ,

Also, | will FAX a copy of the current MOU to Rep. Ott's office for distribution to mterested committee
members and follow through on informing the Secretary's office of Rep. Ainsworth's concerns about
DNR working closely with DATCP on wildlife related issues.

Michael Staggs
. Bureau of Fisheries Management and Habitat Protection
PO Box 7921
Madison, Wl 53707-7921
608-267-0796 ]
608-266-2244 (FAX)
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State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATU RAL RESOURCES

101 5. Webstar St.

Ve

Tommy G. Thompson, Governor Box 7921

et George E. Meyer, Secretary Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7921
wxscouszﬁ“""‘*—-—-— — : Telephone 608-266-2621
DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURC ES FAX 608-267-3579

TDD 608-267-6897

Angust 4, 2000 v
Mr. Joe Tregonin § RECEIVEE
Deputy Secretary
Department of A riculture, Trade and Consumer Protecti e a s uAn
POPB:):-:. 891(1_J g e AUG 1§ 200
Madison, W1 53708-8911

THE

Subject: Fish Farm MOU OE?E‘CC;SE?;RY

—-"’-
Dear Mr. Tregerfng: L pA-
-

Please find enclo ied the signed Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of Natural
Resources and th : Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection relating to the regulation
of fish farming. 'Ne were very pleased to see that the final version adequately addressed most of our
comments transn itted in Mike Staggs’ June 22™ memorandum, and I was able to recommend that our
Department Secr:taty sign the document. I trust that the aquaculture industry and interested legislators
and Natural Rescurces Board members will also be satisfied with the final agreement. By copy of this
memorandum we will also send copies to those interested parties. By terms of the MOU, the effective
date of the agreeinent will be August 4, 2000. Each of us should take responsibility to ensure that the
MOU is distribut 2d and implemented in our respective agencies.

L, too, am please:l that our agencies were finally able to work through the issues and reach agreement on
this difficult topis. [ know that we have much work ahead to ensure customer and environmentally
friendly regulaticn of aquaculture, but am confident that our agencies can work together to make this

happen.
Sincerely,

O O

Franc Fennessy
Excentive Assistant

te: Govern r Tommy Thompson Natural Resources Board Members
Sen. Alize Clausing Sen. Dale Schultz
Sen. Ro jer Breske Rep. DuWayne Johnsrud
Rep. Ba bara Gronemus Gordon Anderson, Leg. Council
David C ollon, Jr, WAA Mac Graham, WAA
Scott Birnes, WAA Peter Fritsch, WAA
Quality Natural Resources Management g
Through Excellent Customer Service i on
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

“And.
THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

SUBJECT: Cooperation between the Departmcnt of Agrienlture, Tradc and Consumer
Protection (12ATCP) and the Department of Natural Rcsources (DNR) relahng to the
regulation o T fish farming.

PURYVOSE: This Memorandurm of Understandmg (MOU) establishes a framework for
DATCP anc DNR to cooperate to effectively regulate and promote fish farming while
protecting tt e natural resources of this state.

SCOPE: T e agencies intend that this MOU memonahze agreements reached between

the agencies relating to regulating fish farming. Any issue which is not addressed in this
MOQU is not to be read into this MOU by implication.

STA’ITT’I‘D RY AUTHORITY: The agencies enter this MOU under the authority of ss.
20.901 and 3.06(11), Wis. Stats,, ‘and non-statutory provisions in 97 Wis. Act 27.

AGENCIE! INVOLVED:

» " he Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection
with offices located at 2811 Agriculture Drive, Madison, WL,

e 7he Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources with offices located at 101
¢.. Webster Street, Madison, WI. .

" THE AGEINCIES AGREE THAT:

1. Itisthe ntention of DNR and DATCP that the staff of both agencies should
cooperal ¢ in promoting the interests of the State of Wisconsin and of the citizens of
the Stat¢ of Wisconsin relating to protecting the waters of the state and the fish
populati on of the state while promoting fish health among both the state owned fish
populati on and the fish owned by registered fish farmers and promoting the fish
farming industry and development of markets for products of the fish farming
industry. The agencies enconrage their staff to cooperate within statutory limits in the
followirg:

- » Prorioting eatly inter-agency communication regarding policy changes or
initi: tives, administrative rules changes, and legislative changes that an agency
will seek that might affect our mutual customers.

" » Prorioting efficient law enforcement activities in areas of mutual concern.

» Prorioting opportunities for imer-agency'attendance at staff meetings or training
sess: ons relating to matters of mutual interest or concern.

s Prorioting clarity of communications between agency staff by utilizing consistent
nam 3s for species of fish in inter-agency communications. The agencies agree to

FFMQU-4/eh
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use t 1e A.mencan Fisheries Somety Common and Scxennﬁc Names of Fishes to
 cstat lish consistent species names. ,

2. Sections ATCP 10. 68,11.58 and 11.59, Wxs Adm. Code, contam provisions which
DNR is :equired to comply with, and in some instances different provisions which
private f sh farmers are required to comply with. The : agencies agree that persons or
not-for-f rofit groups who have formal cooperative agreements with the DNR for -
raising f sh will be considered DNR facilities and will be required to meet the same
requiren ents as DNR is required to meet for its fish hatcheries, rcanng stations, and
ponds used for fish rearing facilities.

3. Section ATCP 11.59, Wis. Adm. Code, requires persons who are stocking tish in the
waters o Jthe state to obtain a health certificate before the fish are stocked. Section
29.736, Wis. Stats. requires persons who stock fish to obtain a permit from DNR.
DNR ag ees that it will not jssue a stocking permit until the applicant has provided a
copy of *he appropriate health certificate to the DNR.

4. DNR ag ees that it will report all instances of rcportablé diseases that are reported or
coniirme d in waters of this state to DATCP within 10 days.

5. DATCP agrees that it will report to DNR confirmed cases of reportable fish disease in
this state. If the disease is confirmed at a fish farm, DATCP will identify the name,
address 1nd location of the fish farm.

_6. Persons who import fish into Wisconsin are required to obtain an import permit from
DATCP. If the person is importing “non-pative” fish, the person is also required to
obtain a permit from DNR. DATCP agrees not to issue an import permit for “non-
native” {ish until the person has a DNR permit. Since identification of “non-native”
fish is w thin DNR’s expertise, DATCP will rely on DNR’s identification. DNR will
provide DATCP with a written list identifying all species of fish it believes need a
permit fiom DNR before it can be imported to Wisconsin. DNR may change the list
at any titne by smply providing a written list to DATCP which incorporates the
changes. The “non-native”™ fish list may include any species DNR issues a pem:nt for
prior to import, including rough fish. DATCP will treat all species on the “non-
native” {ish list the same with regard to withholding a DATCP import permit until the
person o stains a DNR permit. At the present time, DNR has provided DATCP with a
table fro.n DNR’s Fish Management Handbook. The table is identified as Table 1.
Fishes r¢ Hably reported to occur (or to have occurred in the past) in Wisconsin
waters. Jnless DATCP receives a replacement “non-native” species list, DATCP
will utilize this list to determine which import permit applications need to be referred
to DNR n the following manner:

A. DIATCP will refer an import permit application to DNR for any species which
it not identified in Table 1. -

B. L'the species is identified in Table 1 and is not identified with an ¥, DATCP
vill not refer the import permit application to DNR.

C. I7the species is identified in Table 1 and is identified with an *, DATCP will
not refer the import permit application to DNR, unless DNR has made a

FFMOU-4/r¢h
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wr tten request to DATCP to receive notification of import permit requests for
the particular species at issue. -

When DATCP refers the import permit application, DATCP will advise the
applic mt that the application has been referred to DNR, and that DATCP will not
consider the application until the DNR permit is issued.

Withir, 10 days of receiving the permit, DNR will send an acknowledgement
letter 10 the applicant containing the following information:

A. N:me and contact information for the DNR person who will be handling the
pe it review,

B. A estimated time when the review will be completed.

The L NR will keep the applicant informed if the estimated time of completion
chang =s significantly.

7. DNR will advise DATCP when it issues a permit under paragraph 6. DATCP will
then cons der the permit application.

8. Under s. 115.60(2), Wis. Stats., DNR is exempt from the requirement to obtain an
import pemit for fish or fish eggs it imports. Under the same statutory section, DNR
is require 1 to certify the health status of any fish of the family salmonidae that it
imports firr stocking in the waters of this statc. The same statutory section authorizes
DATCP 10 require a person, who is required to either obtain an import permit or to
certify health status of fish of the family salmonidae, to notify the department before
bringing fish or fish eggs into this state. DATCP is requiring DNR to notify the
departme 1t before bringing fish or fish eggs into the state. The agencies agree that
this requirement will be met if DNR provides DATCP with a list of proposed and
actual DR imports in January and July each year.

9. Unders. 75.60(4s) DATCP is required to consult with DNR regarding labeling and
identifyit.g fish reared on fish farms, promulgating rules for health standards,
establishing standards for non-veterinarians to issue fish health certificates and
dealing vith diseases of salmonids. DATCP agrees-to consult with DNR on the
statutoril y mandated subjects. In this context, consult means to seek advice or
informat: on, or to take into account or consider.

10. DATCP igrees that if it creates a list of ornamental fish in addition to those identified
in 5. ATCP 11.58(1)(g), it will consult with DNR regarding the fish to be included on
that list.

11. DATCP agrees that if DNR provides DATCP with a listing of people in DNR who
should b: contacted by a person interested in becoming a registered fish farmer so the
person ir ay determine what that person needs to do to comply with DNR
requirert ents, DATCP will include that contact list in the fish farm starter kits.

12. The ager cies agree that they may share staff or equipment to address specific
incident: relating to fish farming. If staff or equipment are shared, the agency that
wants to use the staff or equipment shall be the “receiving agency.” The agency that
is provicing the staff or equipment shall be the “sending agency.” Each agency agrees
that if it is the receiving agency, it will reimburse the sending agency for the use of its

3
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equipmer t or staff if the sending agency requests payment. Fach agency agrees that
if it seeks reimbursement it will charge the other agency at the same rate it would
charge in’ ernally for the use of that equipment or staff if it charged internally for the
use of eqiupment or staff. If an agency desires to use equipment or staff of the other
agency, the following procedure will be used: '

A. The Secretary of the receiving agency will make a written request to the
Se cretary of the sending agency identifying what equipment or personnel the
agency seeks to use and the facts relating to the incident which creates the
need for the use of the equipment or staff,

B. Tl Secretary of the sending agency will consider the request and will provide
a vritten response to the Secretary of the receiving department. The written
re:iponse will either authorize the requested use, deny the requested use, or
of er an alternative which may serve the interests of both agencies.

13. DATCEP v/ill annually provide DNR with a list of all registered fish farms.

14. DATCP and DNR agree that each agency will have access to records maintained by
the other :igency. Neither agency is required to create or gather records not already
kept for e benefit of the other agency. This provision does not authorize either
agency to attempt to use the authority of the other agency to gain access to records
kept by scmeone else. .

15. If DNR oDtains records froth DATCP which are subject to the confidentiality

- provision:: of 5. 95.60, Wis. Stats., DNR will maintain the confidentiality of those
records. 1INR will refer any open records request for the confidential records to
DATCP. : -

16. If DNR nv:eds to contact DATCP regarding fish farming, DNR should contact the
State Aquaculture Veterinarian at (608) 224-4876, If the State Aquaculture
Veterinarian is unavailable, DNR may contact the Veterinarian Supervisor at (608)
224-4880. ‘

17. I DATCE needs to contact DNR regarding fish farming, DATCP should contact the
 Adquacult re Sector Specialist at (608) 266-7715. If the Aquaculture Sector Specialist
is unavailible, DATCP may contact the Chief of the Fisheries Policy and Operations
. Section in the Bureau of Fisheries Management and Habitat Protection at (608) 267-
7501.

18. This agret ment is effective on the latest date on which a Secretary of one of the
agencies signs the agreement.. This agreement may be amended or revoked at any
time by witten agreement of the parties. The agencies agree that they will advise
WATJAC and WAA of changes made to the agreement.

19. The agencies agree that the agencies will meet to review effectiveness of the MOU,
and possil le amendments two years after the date on which this MOU is effective.
Thereatter, the reviews will take place 3 years after the prior review. Either agency
may reque st an earlier review by providing 30 days written notice of the request.

20. Any problzms or complaints regarding non-compliance with this agreement should
initially b worked out or resolved at the lowest management level with responsibility

4
FFMOU-4/rea




05/24/01 THU 16:02 FAX 808 266 2244 DNR FISH & HAB

©

doo7

in the cor tested area. If the matter is not resolved at the lowest management level,
the discu::sion may be moved to the next bigher management level and ultimately
- may be resolved at the Secretarial level. '

Dated th.ts%if day of M 2000. Dated this _‘_?_ day of Y L.L‘ J_,2000.

BY:;R%«_., &QAL«AD |

0
NS

Geor zeB. Meyer, Secreta] ""Ben Brancel, Secretary
Wisc onsin Department c:fJ Wisconsin Department of
Natu -al Resources Agriculture, Trade and
Consumer Protection
P.O. Box 7921 ‘ P.O. Box 8911
. Madison, WI 53707-7921 Madison, W1 53708-8911

FFMOU-4/reh




WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
STAFF MEMORANDUM

— —

TO: REPRESENTATIVE ALVIN OTT N Up
FROM: Mark C. Patronsky, Senior Staff Attorney !%
RE: Legislation and Administrative Rule Proposal Regarding the Ethanol Payment Program

DATE: May 21,2001

Members of the Assembly Committee on Agriculture have raised questions regarding the
relationship between rules proposed by the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection
(DATCP) and 2001 Assembly Bill 237, relating to payments to ethanol producers. You have asked for a -
summary of any potential inconsistencies between the proposed rule and Assembly Bill 237, if the bill is
adopted, and the effect of the bill on those inconsistencies. .

Current Statute

The ethanol payment program is established under s. 93.75, Stats., as created by 1999 Wisconsin
Act 55. DATCP is directed to make payments to ethanol producers in this state, but funding has not yet
been provided for the program. The Governor’s 2001 budget proposes funding of $3 million in the
second year of the biennium. _

The current statute establishes the basic eligibility requirements, payment amounts and provides
for termination of the payment program. The provisions of the statute are as follows:

e An ethanol producer must produce over 10 million gallons of ethanol within a 12-month
period. DATCP is authorized to make the payment to a producer who produces less than 10
million gallons of ethanol during the first 12 months of production.

e Payments to producers are for up to 60 months of production.

e The producer must purchase the raw materials for ethanol production from a local source, as
defined by DATCP rule. -

e DATCP must pay an eligible producer $0.20 per gallon for not more than 15 million gallons
of ethanol produced in this state in a 12-month period. ‘

One East Main Street, Suite 401 * P.O. Box 2536 » Madison, WI 53701-2536
(608) 266-1304 * Fax: (608) 266-3830 » Email: leg.council @legis.state. wi.us
http:/fwww legis.state.wi.us/lc
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e The requirement for a DOT report on the effect of ethanol sales on the amount of federal
moneys received by the state for highway and other surface transportation purposes is
extended to 2012, but the bill eliminates the requirement for DATCP to terminate ethanol
payments if such federal money is decreased due to ethanol sales.

Effect of Assembly Bill 237 on the Proposed Rule

If Assembly Bill 237 is enacted, it will supersede several provisions in the proposed rule.
However, this will not affect the ability of DATCP to administer the program. DATCP will administer
the program based on the statutory provisions rather than the inconsistent provisions in the rule.
DATCP may later modify the rule to reflect the change in statutory requirements. The two rule
provisions that are superseded by Assembly Bill 237 are the 60-month limit on the program (changed to
120 months) and the prorating system (eliminated by the bill).

If I can provide further information on this subject, please feel free to contact me.

MCP:tluzksm



Frequently asked azomsgm.

Q: Why don't ::2085\ researchers do this
research & teaching on real farms?

A: We do! Field research is, and will remain,
an important part of our effort, but it cannot
replace the high risk, controlled research we
do in our own herds. Many of our trials
require procedures and data gathering
impossible to do on a commercial farm. Our
teaching program uses commercial farms
but we need cows on campus to teach basic
cow skills and biology.

Q: Why are they building tie-stalls at
Arlington?
A: Measurements on individual animals are
essential for many experiments and are often
required in industry or federally sponsored
research. Our new facilities will be one of
the world's best for research on groups of
~ cows, but that does not eliminate Eo need
for E&Sazm:% :oamoa mEEm_m

Q: How does this project relate to other UW
Dairy facilities?

A: The integrated Dairy Facilities and the
Platteville Pioneer farm are part of the
Governor's Ag initiative. The integrated
dairy will provide controlled research on the
various components of the %:Q system,
including those that determine
environmental impact. The Platteville,
River Falls anid Madison Campus dairies all
are essential to the teaching programs of
each campus. =~~~

Contacts:

Lou Armentano, Chair of Dairy Science,
1675 Observatory Dr, Madison W1 53706,
(608) 263-3308, learment@facstaff.wisc.edu

Dwaine Sievers, O:m: o», Hzﬁomﬂwaa Um:%
Facilities

Advisory Council, Amowv awu 7171,
ABC@agribus.com

Elton Aberle,

Dean of College of >m:o:_§.m_ and Life
Sciences,

(608) 262-4930, :
elton.aberle@ccmail.adp.wisc.edu

Neal Jorgensen, Special Assistant to the Dean &
Fund-Raising Coordinator for Integrated Dairy
Facilities, (608) 262-9135,
neal.jorgensen@ccmail.adp.wisc.edu

Integrated Dairy Facilties Advisory Council:
Tom Anderson, Shawano; Ralph Bredl, Stratford;
Barb Drewry-Zimmerman, Plymouth; Dean
Doornink, Baldwin; Robert Walton, DeForest;
Pete Giacomini, Verona; Pete Kappelman,
Manitowoc; Alan Krause, Stratford; Lawrie Kull,
Arden Hills; Shelly Mayer, Slinger; Chet Rawson,
Hazel Green; John Rosenow, Cochrane; Gary
Ruegsegger, Stratford; Allan Schultz, Madison;
Gary Siporski, Loyal; Paul Thompson, Madison

Donations:

Personal financial contributions for this project
will help us build dairy facilities that Wisconsin
can be proud of. Your contribution should be
made out to: UW-Foundation Integrated Dairy
Facilities, 1848 University Avenue, P.O. Box
8860, Madison, W1 53708-8806.

Integrated Dairy
Facilities

Supporting the dairy research
and teaching programs of the
University of Wisconsin-Madison
College of Agricultural and Life
Sciences on campus, at Arlington and
at Marshfield.

Visit us at
www.wisc.edu/dysci



What does the project do?

Creates an integrated dairy to serve the teaching
needs at Madison and the research needs of the
state's dairy industry. The improved facilities
will expand the herds from 300 to 600 cows
milking; plus replacements and dry cows.

Integrated animal management

Marshfield heifers . Marshfield first lactation

7Y : |7, cows (Marathon Co.)
H [ \ . >n==w~c: dry.cows
v
Madison Campus I s _ F
Arlington lactating | Arlington
[ H] nursing
calves
Goals for the Integrated Dairy
Reduce cost of production in Wisconsin's dairy

industry to increase profitability.

Enhance the .éo:mvom:m of dairy animals.
Enhance dairy farming's contribution to
Wisconsin's soil, water, and air quality.
Improve the quality, safety, value and
marketability of Wisconsin's milk supply.
Contribute to a safe working environment on
Wisconsin dairies.

Keep dairy anco:o: an important cmz of the
Wisconsin economy. .

Impact of ;uw::&:m

Faster and better answers to producer's
questions. ;

Better training for students at all levels. -
Commits CALS and UW-Madison to the future
of the dairy industry.

Creates a positive image for %:Q in Wisconsin
and Upper Midwest.

Most of the research done at these facilities will
apply to progressive dairy operators of all kinds,
and the facilities are flexible enough to address
specific requirements of different farming
systems. ‘

Marshfield U&..% Center

A world-class facility focused on dairy
replacements

_ Heifer barn #1 320 head

Office/animal
handling

# Weifer barn #2 280 head

H
2 x 8Parlor |,
i

Lactation barn

128 cows

Arlington Research & Teaching Center

« Phase | (2001-03)
— heifer barn #1
- office/animal handling
— $1.8 million
« Phase 2 (2003-05)
— Second heifer barn

- Milking facilities for I calf
heifers

~. $2:3 mitlion
» Each phase includes feed
storage & manure handling

To support research and teaching with
dairy cows and nursing calves

* 336 stall 4-row free-stall
~includes replicated group
research
« Individual cow _,nmnmnor
~ 96 ticstalls: :
— specialized facility

« $4.3 million with calf barn,

manure handling, feed
storage etc

* 2003-05 biennium.

9 stalls : 9% stalls

feed alley

6 x12 stalls " 6 x 12 stalls

< Box:Stalls - 2'x 12 partor

96 stalls for individual cow research

Campus Dairy Cattle Teaching and
Research Center

Hands-on ﬁgoEnm and intensive research
¢ $400,000 in improvements (2003-05).

Is anything happening?

Yes! In the current biennia (99-01) we have
built the first 100 cow free-stall barn at
Arlington that has also become the site for a
robotic milker. The land for the Marshfield
heifer facility has been purchased and planning
money allocated. The total value of expenditure
in this biennia is in excess of $1.5 million with
no allocation from general state funds.

The regents included the entire 01-03 and 03-05
plans as part of the Governor's Initiative in
Agriculture. The request is for $5.1 million in
state funding. A fundraising drive is under way
to raise the remaining $3.7 million required.

Some Recent Impacts from UW-
Madison Dairy Research Herds:
Genetic markers now used to select
superior Al sires for subsequent proving.

Discovery of the metabolic limitation that
causes fatty liver in dairy cows.
Diagnostic tests for ruminal acidosis.
Effectiveness of anionic salts to reduce
milk fever.

Improved value of corn silage by correct
harvesting time and processing.
Usefulness of high fiber by-products.
" Establishment of NIR test for protein
degradability in hay crop forages.
Development of the Ov-Synch protocol.
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WISCONSIN
ARMERS UNION NEWS
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Volume 58, Number 6

— Loy %W/’ prme/ June, 2000

Farmers Union Asks Clinton To Help Dairy Farmers

The Farmers Union this month asked U.S. President Bill

Clinton to take a series of actions to provide immediate

economic help to U.S. dairy producers who are suffering from

dairy prices thathave hita 30-year low.

The requested actions were included in two separate letters
sent to the White House from National Farmers Union
President Leland Swenson and Wisconsin Farmers Union
President Bill Brey. o

Tn a June 19 letter to Clinton, Swenson asked the president

, to support Congressional efforts to increase the dairy support

/ price as well as support congressional efforts to provide
emergency supplemental income supports for dairy farmers.

—Other actions suggested in NFU's letter were increased

) dairy product purchases for domestic and international food

f programs, an_increase in_the Commodity Credit_Corps. @

purchase price for cheese and a Food and Dru Administration
nvestication on whether imported, ultra-filtered milk

It would increase the cost of the U.S. dairy support price
program, while at the same time lowering the price to U.S.
dairy farmers. Itis crucial that FDA disallow the petition," Brey
wrote. :

@ Brey also asked for an investigation of whether some

roces illegally using a'r/y UF milk in the production of
cheese.

"Dry UF milk concentrate, which is not produced in the
U.S., is not subject to dairy import quotas because it is not
allowed under U.S. product standards to be used in cheese.
However, import levels of UF milk concentrate have increased
six-fold over the past two years. An investigation should be
done to determine whether UF-milk concentrate is being used
as acheese ingredient," Brey said.

Brey also asked the president to strengthen antitrust
scrutiny of iry i n U.S. aw in
regards to industry mergers.. "I am concerned that the high

concentrate_was being used illegally in the production of

cheese. ‘
"In my conversations with dairy farmers across the

country, it is becoming clear that in some regions we could lose
as many as 30 per cent of our (dairy) producers this year,"
Swenson said ini his letter. "Dairy farmers continue to struggle
‘as a result of low prices. What we need are real solutions that
~ provide fair, open, competitive and profitable markets for our
dairy producers."

WFU President Brey also supported the various actions
suggested by NFU, in a letter Brey wrote to Clinton on June 28,
expanding on the NFU'srequests.

: In his letter, Brey also asked Clinton to make sure the FDA

, maintained existing product standards for cheese and didTioT™

approve a 100d processing petition to alter the definition of

milk to allow the use of milk concentrates in the production of

cheese.
“"This change would allow other countries to use the United

States as a dumping ground for their surplus dairy production.

Don't Miss It!
WFEFU Torchbearer Reunion

Kemp Kenwood -- July 21-22
For Details, See Page 7

number of agricultural mergers, which includes numerous

mergers and acquisitions involving dairy plants and firms, has

severely reduced competition for dairy markets," Brey said.

- Wisconsin Farmers Union President Bill Brey, left, visits with

Wisconsin State Sen. Gary George, right, during a hearing
held by the Wisconsin Senate Judiciary and Consumer Affairs
Committee in Eau Claire about the future of the Wisconsin
dairy industry. Also pictured, center, is committee member
State Sen. Alice Clausing, who took part in the hearing on June
23. For a story on the hearing, tuern to Page 4.



 June "Daiky

Month!

WHY is Wisconsin proud of its dairy producers?
does Wisconsin celebrate June Dairy Month?

are the following co-ops proud of dairy farmers?

BECAUSE WISCONSIN'S
first cheesemakers were farm wives!

fame as America's Dairyland began in the 1930's!
Colby Cheese was invented in Colby!

annual milk production is over 23 billion Ibs. annually!
dairy school in Madison was the first in the US|

S ARE VERY PLEASED TO

SUPPORT OUR STATE'S DAIRY PRODUCERS!

ALMA FARMERS UNION CO-OP
Alma

AUGUSTA FARMERS UNION
Augusta-Fall Creek-Foster

BLOOMER FARMERS UNION CO-OP
Bloomer

BURNETT DAIRY CO-OP
Grantsburg

CHIPPEWA VALLEY ELECTRIC
Cornell

CONSUMERS CO-OP OIL COMPANY
Sauk City-Plain

COUNTRY PRIDE CO-OP
Almena-Cumberland-Turtle Lake
Frederic-Barronett

COLFAX FARMERS UNION
Colfax

CO-OP COUNTRY PARTNERS
Baraboo-Reedsburg-Sauk Prairie-Poynette

EAU CLAIRE COOPERATIVE
Eau Claire

FAIRCHILD FARMERS UNION CO-0OP
Fairchild

FARMERS UNION CO-OP SERVICES
Adams :

GREENVILLE COOPERATIVE
Greenville-Fox Cities Area

MAUSTON FARMERS CO-OP ASS'N
Mauston-Wi. Dells-Wonewoc

MENOMONIE FARMERS UNION CO-OP
Menomonie-Boyceville

POLK BURNETT ELECTRIC
Centuria

RICE LAKE FARMERS UNION CO-OP
Rice Lake

RIDGELAND-CHETEK CO-OP
Ridgeland-Chetek-Sand Creek

RIVER COUNTRY CO-OP
Chippewa Falls-Boyd-Bloomer
Cadott-Cornell- Jim Falls



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Milk Price Crisis -- a Leadership Crisis

By: William "Bill"” Brey

As t@ontinues to
deepen bétausé of the prolonged
drought in milk prices a lot of
people have engaged in a lot of
finger pointing, blaming first one
thing and then another for the price
and income crisis gripping our
nation's dairy producers.

Some blame the outdated

Bill Brey
federal pricing system based out of the c1tLQf_Ean_Cla1:e

Others point the fin the Nort
simply throw up their hands and say nothing can be done

because the dairy industry is splitapart into regional factions.
The problem is that they are all right to a degree. But the
P real reason is there has been a vacuum of leadership in trying to
‘bring all the various elements together to forge a solution to
Bringing milk prices up to levels where producers throughout
the U.S. canreceive a fair and profitable return for their work.

That is why as president of the Wisconsin Farmers Union I
have been working with producers from all the regions
concerned to fight against proposals to change the definition of
milk and food identity standards in ways that would allow a
further flood of imported products to replace milk produced in
the U.S. under our rigid food safety standards.

That is why I have been working with those same
producers from other regions to craft a proposal to repair the
dairy safety net, and even met with the Governor of Vermont
when he was in Wisconsin to speak at the State Democratic
Convention, exploring with him ways in which we could
cooperate to rebuild a solid foundation for federal dairy policy.

We have seen some success with those efforts to date.

The food processing industry has backed off in part from
its original proposal Mhmﬂh@i%ﬁﬂl%ﬁ;
_both dried and fluid ultra-filtered milk to be i1 the
“production of cheese, although their amended eHort still woutd

1Sp iid_milk produce 1sconsin dairy
farmers. =
Wisconsin have introduced HR. 3864. which would help
rebuild a dairy safety net for producers, and another bill that
partially addresses the identity standards threat.

“Recently, National Farmers Union President Leland
Swenson andI wrote letters to President Bill Clinton, asking
him to take a variety of steps to address the dairy crisis.

_Still, much remains to be done and we need to see stronger,

more effective [eadership demonsirated at the state level here in
T

jﬁgc%ggmmh_s@m_gr_‘wfﬁﬁm

e answer to getting the Wisconsin dairy industry

growing again is simple. Restore profitability to Wisconsin

j) dairy farmers' ledgers and they will make the needed |
investments 1n their farms to grow and the dairy processing

ma—stry will have the milk they need to grow as well.

On a lighter note, I hope that all of you and your
families enjoy a happy 4" of July celebration with good food
and fellowship and all the things which make our national
birthday so special.

WFU Asks USDA To Make Silage Bunkers
Eligible for New On-Farm Storage Program

Wisconsin Farmers Union President William "Bill" Brey
recently urged the U.S. Department of Agriculture to add
permanent silage storage structures, such as concrete bunkers, to
the list of on-farm storage facilities eligible to receive USDA
loans for new construction and upgrading.

Brey made the request in a June 12 letter to USDA in response
to USDA's request for public comments on the on-farm grain
storage loan program it announced on May 11.

In his letter Brey said WFU believes the proposed program to
provide new seven-year, low interest loans for the construction
and upgrading of such structures would be of value to farmers
involvedin the project and provide for the overall upgrading of the
nation's capacity to store and handle the crops produced here in the
U.S.

"While the WFU supports the basic program outlined by
USDA in its announcement, the WFU believes the program needs
to be modified to make additional crop storage structures eligible
for the financing. In particular, the WFU believes it would be wise
to include permanent storage structures, such as open concrete
bunkers, etc., that have been developed for the storage of crops
such as grain silage and haylage," Brey said.

The program as announced by USDA would apply only to
facilities used to store grain and oilseed crops.

"In parts of the U.S., the weather and other factors make the
production and use of silage and other forage based crops a better
choice for many farmers for storage for future, long-term use.
Recent changes in dairy farming practices, make concrete silage
bunkers a better choice for use than the traditional covered silos
which were built on many farms," Brey said. "It is for those
reasons that the WFU urges the above modification in the USDA
proposal and also recommends that USDA make silage crops
eligible for government programs on a sustained basis."

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program will provide
seven-year financing for on-farm storage of eligible crops
including com, oats, barley, wheat, grain sorghum, soybeans, and
minor oilseeds. To remain eligible, it is important that no
materials are delivered and no work is done on the site until after
the loan is approved.

Eligible storage and handhng facﬂmes must be designed and
engineered for whole grain storage, must be permanent structures,
and must have a useful life of at least 10 years.

WEFU Board of Directors

Craig Myhre William Brey, President Sue Beitlich
District 1 District 4 District 7 :
(715) 983-2167  (920) 743-9015 (608) 483-2664
Carl Cronquest Dirk Mulder Richard K ellér
District 2 District 5 District 8

(715) 289-3497  (608) 857-3938 (608) 437-5122
Jaﬁet Nelson, Vice-President Gerald Jaeger
District 6 District 9

(715) 455-1755 (920) 533-4725

Dennis Rosen
District 3
(715) 263-2941




MEMBERSHIP

Jill Lucht Joins Wisconsin Farmers Union as Membership Services Coordinator

By: Jill Lucht

gtings to Wisconsin Farmers Union members, and thank
you for the warm welcome I have received from board members
and others.

As many of you know, I started in the position of
membership services coordinator on May 30. I am fortunate to
be following in the very capable footsteps of Patty Edelburg,
who has created an excellent base for increasing membership
and improving the services we provide to our members. Ilook
forward to meeting many more of you in the next month while I
am on the road promoting WFU and its message at Farm
Progress Days and the fairs in Polk and Barron counties.

My first month at the Wisconsin Farmers Union has been
spent at Kamp Kenwood as a member of the camp staff. Asa
camp counselor I have been helping campers have fun while
they learn about cooperatives and the Farmers Union. This has
proven to be an excellent opportunity to prepare myself for work
as your membership services coordinator.

After Kamp Kenwood closes its season on July 7, I look
forward to working with you and your county and local
organizations to better meet your membership goals. As I
mentioned earlier, [ will be representing WFU at Farm Progress
Days and county fairs during the month of July. In August,
preparation will be underway for Rural Unity Day, which is
scheduled for August 27. I will also continue my training with
Patty by working on a membership drive with one of our county
organizations.

Before moving to Chippewa Falls and starting my position
with WFU, I was a student in the College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, majoring in
rural sociology and political science.

I am very excited to be working for the Farmers Union, as it
has given me the opportunity to work for an organization that
shares my concern for family farmers and rural communities.

Like many of you, my concem for agriculture and the

farming profession began when I was a child working on my
family's dairy farm. This concern prompted me to concentrate
on agriculture in my school, work and extra-curricular activities
during my time in Madison. Through this education and
experience I have developed the necessary skills to turn my
concern into action. I look forward to working with you to
promote and preserve our family farms and rural communities!

Three from WFU Testify on Dairy
Situation at Wisconsin Senate Hearing

Wisconsin's political leadership needs to take the lead in
forging a national coalition in support for federal legislation
establishing a strong foundation dairy prices, Wisconsin Farmers
Union President Bill Brey told the Wisconsin State Senate
Judiciary and Consumer Affairs Committee during a hearmg in
Eau Claire on June 23.

Brey told the committee, chaired by State Sen. Gary George,
that such legislation has been introduced in Congress by U.S.
Reps. Dave Obey, Tammy Baldwin and others in the Wisconsin
delegation but that they have not received strong support for their
effort from the Governor's office on down.

Brey was one of three WFU members who testified at the
state senate committee hearing on the current state of the
Wisconsin dairy economy and what needed to be done to help it
during the current economic crisis it is undergoing.

WFU Vice President Janet Nelson warned of the
consequences to Wisconsin rural communities if nothing was
done to strengthen the market for dairy farmers.

"The impact that (doing nothing) will have on our local rural
communities will be devastating here in Wisconsin," Nelson
said. "We have been lucky to date in that Wisconsin's tradition of
family farm agriculture with its great number of medium-size
farms has sustained our rural communities so that they have not
become ghost towns like those that exist in other states to the
west...the same thing can happen in Wisconsin as well, if dairy
farming heads down the road to large corporate-style dairies."

WFU member Greg Blaska of Sun Prairie also testified for
the need for a foundation price under dairy prices. He also

outlineda proposal for a producer-financed, supply-management _

.

WFU's new Membership Services Coordinator Jill Lucht shows off
"Suzette” her mother's favorite cow from the Lucht family's 70-cow
dairy herd the family milks on their farm just outside of Antigo, WI.

program for milk, which included an exemption for dairy farmers
who produced Iess than 1.5 million pounds of milk each year.

GMC Pickup Truck -- For Sale

GMC- 2000, Classic Sierra 3500, 4-Wheel
Drive Pickup Truck For Sale. Fully Loaded.
‘Less Than 20,000 miles. GVW Rated 9200. To
Make an Offer, call 1-800-747-4472. Ask For
Steve Grams.

——



SEE YOU AT
FARM

ROGRESS DAYS!
JULY 11-13, 2000

'GREATER INSURANCE SERVICE
1-800-747-4472




Adults, children and Wisconsin Farmers Union summer camp staff
enjoy a spin around Lake Wissota on the WFU's pontoon boat during
their stay at the Intergenerational Camp held at Kamp Kenwood
earlier this summer.

Junior I campers at the Wisconsin Farmers Union's summer camp
program at Kamp Kenwood take a break to shop at the Co-op Store,
which is organized for each of the youth camps to give hands on
experience in cooperative principles as well as furnish the kids a
place to buy ice cream, pop, T-Shirts, etc.

Junior High I campers spell out Co-op during a Secret Agent night
skit during the WFU camp held on Lake Wissota. Taking part (left to
right) were Amanda Livingston, Melissa Hartl, Jessica Trainor,
Courtney James and Casey Danielso

v

WEFU Summer Camp Fun at Kamp Kenwood

Junior I campers (left to
right) Tyrel Danielson,
Matthew Holub and Nick
Zimbrich enjoys the sun
and sand during one of
the day time activities
held during summer
camp at WFU's Kamp
Kenwood.

"They're off to see the Wizard of Co-0z." Taking partin a Junior High
I camp skits at Kamp Kenwood were (left to right)

Monty Leiser, Melissa Hartl, camp counselor Corey Tomesh and
Zach Tiry. '

WFU Junior I campers work together and learn about cooperation
during one of the many skits and games used to teach cooperative
principles at the WFU Kamp Kenwood facility on Lake Wissota.




EDUCATION

Learning and Fun With Co-ops Highlights Season at WFU K{lmp Kenwood

By: Cathy Statz

Greetings from Kamp Kenwood! In spite of an
overabundance of rain, campers and staff alike have been
enjoying summer fun at our camp facility on Lake Wissota, near
Chippewa Falls.

All WFU camps feature a unique mix of education about
Farmers Union, leadership and cooperation. Campers leamn
about the history and philosophy of cooperation, play a wide
variety of co-op games and set up their own camp co-op store.
Profits from the store are donated to a variety of causes,
including recreation equipment for the camp, with a portion of
the profits going back to campers in the form of a dividend.

Our Junior Campers have been learning about the Spirit of
Community in their afternoon program, and enjoying Harry
Potter Night and Desert Island Night activities. They are
discovering the basics of cooperatives through demonstrations,
games, and hands-on small group activities.

Junior High Campers experienced "The Wizard of Co-Oz"
skit as a means of finding out how people around the world
cooperate to bring about positive social change. They also
created skits to express positive change they thought was
possible in their own lives and communities.

Junior High evening themes included Fashion Night,
Gladiator Night and Secret Agent Night. Junior High campers
also learned about the interconnectedness of cooperatives in the
economy and in our communities.

As thisis an election year, Senior Campers learned about the
process of nominating a candidate for the U.S. Senate seat.
Their afternoon program featured a hands-on approach with
various platforms represented and "the press" on hand to
interview the candidates and poll the constituents. Evening
themes for Senior campers were chosen by the 2000 Senior
Youth Advisory Council (elected at last year's camp), and
included Do-It-Yourself Night and Murder Mystery Night, and
a special Medieval banquet. Inkeeping with the closing night's

theme, Senior Campers created a co-op fair with co-ops that
could have existed in medieval times.

Our camper numbers are up from last year, due in large part
to increased promotion on the part of local cooperatives who
agreed to post and distribute camp information and registration
forms. Thanks for your support!

WFU Foundation To Sponsor PBS
TV's "Market to Market" Program

The Wisconsin Farmers Union Foundation, Inc. will begin
sponsoring Wisconsin Public Television's weekly broadcast of
"Market to Market," a national show produced by Iowa Public
Television devoted to covering agriculture and news on rural
America.

~ "Market to Market" airs in most Wisconsin PBS markets at
1 p.m. on Sunday. The WFU Foundation sponsorship of the
program is expected to start about July 1 and will continue for
the next year.

The focus of "Market to Market" is the concerns of the 60
million people who populate rural America. Much of the
coverage is devoted to agriculture but it also dedicates
considerable effort to reporting main street issues ranging from
healthcare and education, to environment and economic
development. It is uplinked each Friday to more than 80
subscribing PBS stations in 25 states.

"The WFU Foundation is delighted to sponsor this important
weekly program as it also reaches into many urban and
suburban homes as well," said WFU Foundation President
Heidi Hong. "It will help educate the consuming public about
the reality of what is happening in rural America -- our problems
and our successes."

* 6° Annual Larry Sorenson Memorial
Golf Tournament (9 holes) Cost is $20

* Cookout Supper at Kamp Kenwood

* Folk Dancing and Campfire

* Camp out or stay in our cabins

TORCHBEARER REUNION 2000

Kamp Kenwood
Friday & Saturday, July 21-22

Past Torchbearers and their families are invited to join us for fun and fond memories!
Join us for one or both days!

Cost: $30 per person ($20 for kids 12 & under)
ACTIVITIES TO INCLUDE:

* Saturday Brunch

* Speakers & Activities

* Fun for the Kids!

* Kick-off for Kamp Kenwood‘s 50"
Anniversary in Summer 2001

TO REGISTER: Please call the WFU State Office at 1-800-2 72 5531 by July 13th, 2000.
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Look at an "Umbrella" Policy As Possible Additional Protection

By: Dan Richardson

No, it's not insurance on your umbrella. It's a form of
insurance that "umbrellas" your vehicle, farm or home, and
other liability insurance with an additional million dollars or
more.

When accidents happen, attorneys look for money. It is
difficult to explain your feelings when a sheriff delivers a
summons to you. I know of an individual that was delivered a
summons on an accident that happened more than two years
earlier without his knowledge. It appears the reason he was
brought into the litigation was because the attorney felt he
could find a "deep pocket" of money through this person.
Fortunately, there was proper insurance in place.

An umbrella over your auto, home or farm, and other
insurance encourages your insurance company to vigorously
~ defend you. If there is more than a million dollars involved,
insurance companies start to pay attention.

I hear from time to time this statement: "I don't have much
so what are they going to get?"

The answer is: everything you have and hope to have in the
future.

Another good reason to have a good umbrella in place is to
pay for the defense costs even if it doesn't get to court. The
above case involved defense costs in the thousands to get the

court to dismiss the person from the suit.

I encourage you to look at protecting yourself and your
family by reviewing what an umbrella can do for you. You may
find the premium is less than you expect.

Call Greater Insurance Services at 1-800-747-4472 or me
directly at 1-888-488-5488.

Central Bi-Products |

GRO-MOR
QUALITY INTEGRITY
DEPENDABILITY
Division of Farmers Union
Marketing & Processing Association
Redwood Falls, MN
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Testimony called in for the agriculture subcommittee hearings August 2000
ANDY SOKOLOWSKI of Whitewater
Address: N510 Hwy D Whitewater, WI 53190 and phone:1-262-473-2647

Has been farming all his life, now a senior cifizen.
Encouraged his two sons to go elsewhere and not farm.

Give a detailed description of prices then and now:
1956 cormn sold for $1.32 a bushel
diesel fuel 10-12 cents a gallon
fertilizer $30-35 ton
milk $3.00 per hundred
load of hogs = brand new tractor and leftover too
best land $15-20 /acre to rent

today 1 bushel of corn does not even buy a gallon of diesel fuel
bushel of cornis $1.10
$200.00 a ton for fertilizer
Pork roast $7.00

What can be done? Look at the costs of foday!

Farmers working for nothing. Profit in middleman.

Nobody to take over the operation.
“Bigness” is not the answer.

Got to pay for commodifies.

Set floor for prices so we can live.




John C. Lader, President
Wisconsin Pork Producers Association
3909 Wyoming Court
Janesville, WI 53546

My name is John Lader. Currently I am President of the
Wisconsin Pork Producers Association and am involved in
several agribusiness ventures. As a producer, seller of products
on the wholesale level, and a retailer, providing goods and
services at a retail level I have witnessed the economic crisis
facing agriculture on many levels. I believe that is why the
governor asked me to serve on the Growing Agriculture Task
Force. On behalf of WPPA I want to thank chairman Ott and
the committee for taking the initiative of holding these
hearings.

For those of us in the hog industry this appears to be deja vu.
Many of us attended your hearings in late 1998 during the hog
price crisis. It was a time when our producers were receiving
record low prices. Our industry lost 50% of its equity -- not
profits, but equity which took years to build up.

Here we are again, less than two years later. What has
changed? Only the fact that other sectors of agriculture are
now feeling the pain we felt. Hog production is now the
shining light of agriculture, and most hog producers are still in
deep financial trouble with no margin for error.

Some facts today are startling. A bushel of corn won’t buy a
gallon of gas. 100 pounds of pig won’t fill up a gas tank. 100
pounds of milk won’t buy a pizza for a family of four. Farmers
have always dealt with low prices. Unfortunately today’s lows
are lower and last longer than in the past. Input costs



closings and with the same fervor in attempting to bring new
high tech industries to our state. We must never lose sight of
the fact that agriculture is our number one industry.

Specifically what can be done? Many of our agencies do a good
job providing grant money for feasibility studies. Niche
markets have helped keep some of our producers on the farm.
But we must do more.

Wisconsin needs to become more aggressive in efforts to recruit
new processing plants for our ag products and to keep the
current processing plants in the state here. We need to invest
dollars and make incentives available for agribusinesses like we
do other new businesses. We all need to think outside the box
to generate new ag businesses in the state. This investment
will put more dollars in our producers pockets and in main
street businesses.

The full implementation of use value assessment will help.
Unfortunately the many court battles it has faced show how
little regard our city administrators and some of our legislators
have for agriculture. We must all do a better job of educating
them as to the importance of our number one industry.

Even with full implementation of use value assessment our
total tax rate is not competitive. Our farm land tax rates are
still some of the highest in the country. Income tax rates on
both businesses and individuals send a message for people to
invest outside of Wisconsin. We must find a way to reduce our
overall tax burden while maintaining the quality of services we
provide.




The climate for farm and agribusiness expansion must be made
better. The rules/regulations imposed by the DNR are very
detrimental. I believe many people at DNR would like to see
agriculture leave the state. They are unwilling to work with our
producers who need to expand the family farm to remain
profitable. With the cooperation and help of the DNR our
producers could show they are good stewards of the land and
that agriculture and good environmental practices can coexist.
Better cooperation from the DNR must become a priority if we
are to see growth in our state’s number one industry.

Agriculture and agribusinesses are the backbone of our state.
They are the engine that churns our economy. Now is the time
for the state to add more fuel to the engine. The fuel must
come in the form of a better tax climate, additional startup
dollars, a more cooperative DNR and an attitude by legislators
and city leaders that what is good for Wisconsin agriculture is
good for Wisconsin.

As president of WPPA and as an agribusiness man I implore you
to do all you can to help Wisconsin’s ag climate survive and
then thrive. Thank you for the opportunity to address you. I
will be happy to answer any questions you have.




END

END
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.From: Gibson, James L
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2000 4:42 PM

To: David Gavin (E-mail); Don Jaworski (E-mail); Doug Lindsey (E-mail); Jolly Michel (E-mail); Joy
McMillan (E-mail); Lyle Mercer (E-mail); Mark Vornholt (E-mail); Milton Olson (E-mail); Nancy
Lightfield (E-mail); Randy Deli (E-mail); Randy Tenpas (E-mail); Richard Westpfahl (E-mail); Walt
Peters (E-mail)

Cc: Rep.Ott

Subject: Agenda for Statewide Agriculture Hearings

Colleagues:
FYI (per his news release dated August 21)

Representative Al Ott, Chair, Wisconsin Assembly Agriculture Committee, has announced statewide
Agriculture subcommittee (listening session) meetings:

August 24 at 9 a.m.-Richland Center - Equity Sales Auction Barn-26702 Co. Rd. G;
August 28 at 10:30 a.m.- Durand-Spindler Dairy Inc.-W5127 US Hwy 10;

August 29 at 9:00 a.m.- Johnson Creek-Equity Livestock - N6225 Co. Rd. Y;
August 31 at 9:00 a.m. - Reedsville-Equity Livestock - 513 N. 6th St.

The agenda:

e Collect information and report what is happening in the state to Wisconsin’s Federal Delegation and US
Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman;

e Offer the opportunity for members of the agriculture community to express, in their own words, the
impact of the current situation;

e Make the economic concerns of agriculture more visible to the general population;

e Generate ideas on possible ways to alleviate the hardships faced by Wisconsin Agriculture;

e Bring the media and the agricultural industry together.

You may wish to pass the dates and times to persons in your area and encourage them to participate. Rep.
Ott has a reputation for acting on the genuine concerns that producers have about conditions that affect their

livelihoods.

For more information or directions contact Rep. Ott's Madison office: 608-266-5831.

cc. Rep. Ott

James L. Gibson, Ph.D.

Education Consultant-Agriculture/Environment
Wisconsin State Technical College System Board
310 Price Place

P.O. Box 7874

Madison, Wl 53707-7874

608-266-2412

Fax: 608-266-1690

E-mail: gibsonj@board.tec.wi.us

8/23/00




 From: Mary Brumm [mlb @dewittross.net]
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2000 11:34 AM
To: Rep.Ott

Subject: Message from Ron Kuehn

Card for Mary Brumm
for Ron Ku... A|
3

Thanks for holding the statewide listening sessions to address the current crisis within the
agricultural community.

Ron



Agriculture Subcommittee Hearings Agenda

These listening sessions are being held in response to the silent economic crisis that is taking place
throughout Wisconsin’s agriculture industry.

Ultimately, the Purpose of the Four Subcommittee Hearings is to...

v’ Collect information in order to compile a report to be sent to Wisconsin’s
Federal Delegation and to US Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman.

e What is happening in Wisconsin agriculture.

* Have this information as they return to Washington to vote on appropriation bills that deal
with agriculture. »

* Wisconsin Legislature’s hands are tied when it comes to something like agriculture pricing.
However, we want to offer Wisconsin agriculture a voice.

* Easier for the Federal Delegation to respond to the problem if they are well informed as to
what it is.

v Generate “Ideas for Action.”
e Generate ideas for action that can be taken at the local, state and federal level to alleviate
the hardships throughout the industry. '
* May discover some action we can take to help Wisconsin agriculture.

v" Provide the opportunity to members of the agriculture community to

express, in their own words, the impact of the current situation.
* Stress that these sessions are open to EVERYONE feeling the impact of the current crisis.
“From the Farmers to the Bankers.”

v' “Press Conference for Agriculture.”’
* We hope that the media present will take the opportunity to talk to farmers and members of
the agriculture industry and vice versa.

v" Raise awareness on all fronts.
* Inform people that may not necessarily be aware of what is happening in agriculture.
* Make the economic concerns of agriculture more visible to the general population.

v" Provide information and resources.
* Hope to have information and various resource people available to field questions and to
comment.
* Let members of the agricultural community know that there are resources available and
make the link between providers and those in need.




REPRESENTATIVE AL OTT

State Representative
3" Assembly District

*PRESS RELEASE®*
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE August 16, 2000
Contact: Representative Al Ott (608) 266-5831

Assembly Agriculture Subcommittee Announces Statewide Listening Sessions

Madison. .. State Representative Al Ott (R- Forest Junction), Assembly Agriculture Committee Chair,
announced today that an Agriculture Subcommittee will hold four listening sessions throughout the
state during the end of August. These sessions will search out the crisis that is occurring within the
agricultural community.

The goal of the listening sessions is to bring attention to the current agricultural price crisis and to
allow the agriculture industry the opportunity to express their concerns. Additionally, the
Subcommittee hopes that this effort will generate ideas and suggestions on how to deal with the
mounting problems that the industry is facing.

“We understand that at the state level our hands are tied as to what we can officially do to alleviate
the situation. However, as a committee we feel that it is important to go on the road to see for
ourselves what is happening within Wisconsin’s agricultural community. To get a complete picture
of what is going on, we hope to draw individuals from all spectrums of the industry including
farmers, processors, suppliers, cooperatives, implement dealers, feed mills, bankers, etc. We want to
listen to whoever is being affected,” said Ott.

The Subcommittee listening sessions will be held in the following locations:

e August 24™ at 9:00 a.m. — Richland Center

Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales Auction Market Barn - 26702 County Road O
e August 28" at 10:30 a.m. — Durand

Spindler Dairy, Inc. - W5127 US Highway 10
e August 29" at 9:00 a.m. — Johnson Creek

Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales Auction Market Barn - N6225 County Road Y
e August 31% at 9:00 a.m. — Reedsville

Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales Auction Market Barn - 513 North 6™ Street

For more information or directions to any of the locations, please contact the office of State
Representative Al Ott. Madison office phone number: (608) 266-5831 or (888) 534-0003 toll free.
E-mail address: Rep.Ott@legis.state.wi.us.

i
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REPRESENTATIVE AL OTT
State Representative
37 Assembly District
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE August 21, 2000
Contact: Representative Al Ott (608) 266-5831

Agenda for Statewide Agriculture Hearings

Madison. .. State Representative Al Ott (R- Forest Junction), Assembly Agriculture Committee Chair,
released an agenda for the statewide Agriculture Subcommittee hearings that will be held throughout
the next two weeks.

“ We are going out to the farming community with a specific set of goals. I am confident that we can
make these sessions successful if we stick to this agenda. The hearings are not a forum for political
candidates. We do not want to overshadow this serious issue. This is however, a forum for people in
agriculture as well as a chance to explore what can be done to keep the industry strong in Wisconsin,”
Ott said.

The Subcommittee agenda is as follows:

e Collect information and report what is happening in the state to Wisconsin’s Federal
Delegation and US Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman.

e Offer the opportunity for members of the agriculture community to express, in their own
words, the impact of the current situation.

e Make the economic concerns of agriculture more visible to the general population.
e Provide information on the various resources available to the agriculture industry.
e Generate ideas on possible ways to alleviate the hardships faced by Wisconsin agriculture.

¢ Bring the media and the agriculture industry together.
The Subcommittee listening sessions will be held in the following locations:

e August 24" at 9:00 a.m. — Richland Center _

Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales Auction Market Barn - 26702 County Road O
e August 28" at 10:30 a.m. — Durand

Spindler Dairy, Inc. — W5 127 US Highway 10 (*note address change*)
e August 29% at 9:00 a.m. — Johnson Creek

Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales Auction Market Barn - N6225 County Road Y
e August 31% at 9:00 a.m. — Reedsville

Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales Auction Market Barn - 513 North 6™ Street

For more information or directions to any of the locations, please contact the office of State
Representative Al Ott. Madison office phone number: (608) 266-5831 or (888) 534-0003 toll free. E-
mail address: Rep.Ott@legis.state.wi.us.
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WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF COOPERATIVES ¢ 30 West Mifflin Street, Suite 401 ¢ Madison, WI 53703 ¢ Phone (608) 258-4400

Date: 8/22/2000
To: WFC Members

From: Lori Weaver, Director of Communications &
John Manske, Director of Government Relations

RE: Assembly Agricultural Subcommittee Hearings

We want to make sure you are aware of the schedule of hearings that Assembly Agriculture
Committee Chairman Al Ott has announced for four locations between the dates of August 24
and August 31. The announcement from Rep. Ott is located on the reverse of this memo. A
key purpose of the meetings is to gather the comments of farmers and others involved in
agriculture regarding current agricultural conditions. After those comments are gathered, Rep.
Ott plans to relay to our Congressional Representatives those thoughts that relate to federal
agricultural policy. As you may know, Congress will return to Washington D.C. after the
Labor Day holiday to consider action on agricultural appropriation matters, among other
items.

In addition, a number of individuals from state agencies will be present who can share
information about resources that can be made available to people experiencing particular
difficulty in the current economic environment.

If you have any questions concerning these opportunities for input regarding the current
agricultural situation, please call either of us at (608)258-4400.
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Rep. Al Ott Calls Statewide Agriculture Hearings

Four statewide Agriculture hearings begin Thursday, August 24 at 9 a.m. in Richland Center. A
subcommittee of the Assembly Agriculture Committee, chaired by State Representative Al Ott (R-
Forest Junction), will conduct the hearing at the Equity Cooperative Livestock sales Auction Market
Barn at 26702 County Road O beginning at 9 a.m. The second hearing is set for Monday, August 28,
at the Spindler Dairy, Inc., W5127 US Highway 10, Durand, starting at 10:30 a.m.

On Tuesday, August 29, the third hearing gets underway at 9 a.m. It will be held at the Equity
Cooperative Livestock sales Auction Market Barn, N6225 County Road Y, Johnson Creek.
Reedsville is the site of the fourth and final hearing on August 31. It is set for 9 a.m. at the Equity
Cooperative Sales Auction Market Barn, 513 North 6th Street.

"These listening sessions are in response to the silent economic crisis that is taking place throughout
Wisconsin agriculture,” Rep. Ott told Agri-View in a Monday interview. "This economic crisis is
hitting both dairy and commodities, including cranberries. It’s really an economic recession and it
brings serious concerns that need to be addressed.

"We’re going to be collecting information and send a report to Wisconsin’s Congressional Delegation
and to U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman. We want them to have this information when
they return to Washington after Labor Day and vote on appropriations.

"Our hands are tied when it comes to ag pricing. These listening sessions are meant to give
Wisconsin agriculture a voice and a chance to exercise that voice," the rural lawmaker said.

Rep. Ott is hoping farmers and agribusinesses will turn out at these hearings much as they did at the
Nonpoint Hearings conducted last spring. The most effective message to send to Washington D. C. is
farmers’ own real stories.

"These sessions are not finger-pointing opportunities. We want to give our Congressional Delegation
real information so they can make the right decisions. We hope farmers and agribusiness owners will
tell us what would help them most. We want some of their ideas to generate action in Washington
D.C. We realize so much of the situation is out of our hands, but maybe something can be done with
new ideas.

"I want farmers to come to these hearings to talk to us in their own words and tell us what is
happening to them during these tough times," Rep. Ott said.

The ag subcommittee wants to hear from implement dealers, feed and fertilizer dealers and from a
wide array of agribusinesses "because what is happening to farmers trickles down into other
businesses. We want to know if related businesses are suffering lower sales and if they are having to
lay off workers. This information is important for us to know."

The timing of these hearings, in the middle of campaigning for the upcoming election, is not to be
construed as an opportunity for politicians to come and state their positions, Rep. Ott stressed. Rather,
it can be an opportunity for candidates to come and listen to what is being said. Already John
Gillespie, a Republican from New London, who is seeking the seat now held by Senator Herb Kohl, a
Milwaukee Democrat, has called Rep. Ott to ask if he can sit in and listen.

http://www.agriview.com/New %20Pages/newsC824.html 08/29/2000
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"This is not a political rally for any party or candidate," Rep. Ott emphasized. The timing of these
hearings may be unfortunate but we just can’t wait until next January to get the issues out there and
make ag issues more visible. We need to do all we can to expose the economic crisis in agriculture
now, so we can deal with it as soon as possible.

"If candidates are at the hearings, I'll allow them to be introduced," Rep. Ott promises, "but I won’t
allow campaign speeches or positions. These hearings are being held so we can hear from the ag
community and ag interests about what’s happening to them.”

The hearings are being held at sales barns or on farms "because folks are used to coming to these
places and our goal is to make these sessions as close to farmers as we can. We want them to be
constructive. We want farmers to tell us their real stories. We like to think of these hearings as an
opportunity to hold a press conference for agriculture," Rep. Ott said. "We want this to be an
opportunity to bring the media and the agriculture industry together."

For additional information or directions to any of the locations, please contact the office of Rep. Ott.
The phone numbers for his Madison office are: 608-266-5831 or 888-534-0003, toll free. His e-mail

address is: Rep.Ott@legis.state. wi.us.

WFBF roundtable Aug. 30
The Wisconsin Farm Bureau is holding an informational meeting for livestock and commodity

organization leaders on Wednesday, August 30, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, East Washington Avenue,
Madison, beginning at 10:45 a.m.

The Roundtable will offer information about the proposed manure and nutrient application and
management standards.

"The purpose of the meeting is to get a baseline on research and proposed regulations in Wisconsin to
provide producers with a better understanding of proposed changes so they can work with regulators
who are writing new manure application standards,” explains Paul Zimmerman, director of
governmental relations at WFBF.

The phosphorus regulations are part of the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 590
rules that are being rewritten to move from nitrogen standard to phosphorus standard in manure
application.

But NRCS is not alone in this issue. The state’s redesign of the nonpoint pollution code is also
considering the adoption of phosphorus standard. The effect of such a change would result in changes
in the balance of manure application. '

Beginning at 10:45 a.m. Larry Bundy, UW-Madison Soil Science Department, and Peter Nowak,
UW-Madison Rural Sociology, will detail the current status of phosphorus research. During the
afternoon session, the emphasis will be on Wisconsin’s phosphorus regulations. At 1 p.m. Dan
Baloun of NRCS, Al Shea from the Department of Natural Resources and Dave Jelinski from the
Department of Agriculture Trade and Consumer Protection will discuss the issue.

Next, Dennis Frame, UW-Extension, will talk about his work in dealing with phosphorus on the
farm. Before the 4 p.m. adjournment, there will be a question and answer period.

http://www.agriview.com/New %20Pages/newsC824.html 08/29/2000
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To register, contact Zimmerman at 608-828-5708. There is a $10 fee for lunch.

More meetings coming up
A number of additional meetings are planned to fit in before harvest gets underway. Here’s brief
update:

« Work groups put together by the Department of Natural Resources are meeting in the upcoming
weeks to work on revisions to the proposed nonpoint source pollution redesign. These meetings were
detailed in last week's Agri-View. For more information call Jennifer Gihring at 608-264-6127 or log
on to gihrj@dnr.state.wi.us.

« On Friday, Aug. 25, at 9 a.m. Reserve Judge Daniel LaRocque is holding a hearing in a Dane
County Circuit Court on a petition to dismiss a lawsuit challenging an emergency rule to fully
implement the use value assessment of farmland law. The Wisconsin Department of Revenue and ag
groups are asking the suit be dismissed.

« The Wisconsin Farmers Union is holding its second annual Rural Unity Day on the Darin Von
Ruden farm, S 1309A Clinton Ridge Road, outside of Westby on Sunday, Aug. 27. The event will
open with a pot luck dinner at 12:30 p.m. Included in the event will be the Vernon County Farmers
Union annual summer meeting and picnic. State Senator Gary George (D-Milwaukee) will be among
the featured speakers who are expected to discuss the economic crisis facing Wisconsin farmers.
Senator George's Committee on Judiciary and Consumer Affairs recently held a field hearing in Eau
Claire on the farm situation. To register or for more information contact Von Ruden at 608-634-4695;
Keith Bankes at 608-675-3942; or Chris Hanson at 608-483-2554.

« An informational public hearing will be held before the Committee on Public Health on
Wednesday, Aug. 30 beginning at 9:30 a.m., Room 417, State Capitol. The committee, chaired by
Rep. Frank Urban (R-Brookfield), will hear testimony regarding the E.Coli bacterial outbreaks in
Wisconsin. Informational testimony will detail specific recent outbreaks as well as general
information about the reporting and management process when outbreaks occur. Only invited
speakers may give testimony, but the public is welcome to attend.

http://www.agriview.com/New%ZOPages/newsC824.htrnl 08/29/2000
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COLUMNISTS
Sun 22-Oct-2000

Furrowed brows reap no solutions for ailing dairy
farmers

By CIiff Miller

ADISON -- Too many Wisconsin politicians seem to think there
re more productive rows to hoe than plowing through agriculture
ssues in America’s Dairyland.

ther than complaining that dairy farmers shouldn’t be punished

| with low milk prices just because they farm near Eau Claire, it is
“difficult to find much constructive discussion about the host of very
serious problems that are bringing down Wisconsin farmers every
day. :

Since much that ails Wisconsin farmers is part of a nationwide epidemic, it
makes sense that candidates for the U.S. Senate and House should have
articulate positions on farm policies and programs.

John Gillespie of Appleton, the Republican challenging Democratic Sen. Herb
Kohl, has offered positions of his own and criticized his opponent in the Nov. 7
election. Kohl counter-punched Gillespie’s allegations of failure to lead by
announcing passage of his bill containing $100 million in aid to small and
medium Wisconsin farms.

They and other congressional candidates repeat the complaint that milk price
policy unfairly short-changes Wisconsin farmers by setting prices lowest at Eau
Claire and highest for those whose farms are farthest away.

Butting heads with congressional delegations from the Northeast and elsewhere
has yielded nothing. The only solution that has not been proposed is to rename
or maybe just dissolve Eau Claire as an incorporated spot on the map.

Never in history has there been unanimity over farm policy, at any level of
government. ‘

Perhaps the elusiveness - or is it the multiplicity? - of solutions is why

politicians like to change the subject to taxes, health care and other stuff that
they and most of us non-farmers understand at least a little better.

http://www.wisinfo.com/postcrescent/columnists/cliffmiller/102200-1.html 10/23/2000
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Another problem is that farmers are a small and dwindling segment of the
population whose political clout shrivels with their numbers even when numbers
of businesses and communities that depend on agriculture for a living are
counted.

One lawmaker who took a stab at the subject is Al Ott, Republican Assembly
rep from Forest Junction, who chairs the Agriculture Committee. He is
unopposed for reelection so it was easier to brave the paranoia and pot-shots of
an election year. He took his committee on the road for a series of those
currently popular affairs known among politicians as "listening sessions."

Rather than the traditional public hearing on specific bills and predetermined
issues, they are staged to let the public vent while the politicians absorb. It is a
way for politicians who don’t have answers anyway to be seen without being
embarrassed.

Ott’s committee went off to sessions in three in livestock sales barns and one at 2
dairy farm, and came back with three or four loads of complaints and
suggestions from farmers, neighbors and agriculture-dependent business folk.
They suggested how federal, state and local governments might improve life on
the farm and how farmers themselves might even turn a few things around.

It is exceedingly easy to summarize the problem. Ott’s report begins:

"The problems faced by the agricultural community are numerous and
multifaceted.

Commodity prices are depressed at the same time that production costs are
increasing." Dairy, beef, hog and other producers suffer at once, from
government-subsidized foreign competitors, rivals in states that benefit from the
discriminatory milk pricing system, large competitors formed by consolidating
failed smaller farms and "prescriptive and more expensive" layers of
environmental regulations.

Family farms continue to decline, dairy farmers quit entirely or quit dairying,
young people refuse to move in when older farmers retire and supporting
businesses dwindle in proportion to the declining numbers of farms, reducing
competition and producing added economic disadvantage for remaining farmers.

Ott figures 250 to 300 people came to the hearings and many sounded off. They
offered opinions ranging from declaring a "federal state of emergency" on prices
and investigating how "middle-men" account for the gap between prices paid to
farmers and paid by grocery shoppers to adjusting Social Security benefits to
compensate for low farm income and creating a farmers’ "unemployment
compensation" plan for when income drops sharply.

Federal and state environmental regulations ought to fit costs to income and
recognize differences between farms, some suggested. Could the state help
farmers bypass middle-men to sell directly to consumers? Others asked.

http://www.wisinfo.com/postcrescent/columnists/cliffmiller/102200-1.html 10/23/2000
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Locally, zoning and purchase of development rights programs need
improvement. Individual farmers must answer the animal rights activists with
facts.

It was a good harvest of ideas. The trick is to get it on the table in Congress, the
legislature and in the town hall back home before it spoils on some hidden shelf.

* CIiff Miller covers state government for The Post-Crescent. You can e-mail
him at cmillerpc @aol.com.

cmillerpc @ aol.com.

© Copyright 1999 The Post-Crescent. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.wisinfo.com/postcrescent/columnists/cliffmiller/1 02200-1.html 10/23/2000
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